[Heparin in intravascular coagulation].
1. The diagnostic criteria of intravascular coagulation are critically reviewed. Before a potentially dangerous drug is administered, the diagnosis should be more securely established than has been the case in the past. In particular, fibrinogen loss from the circulation must be excluded whenever this protein shows unduly rapid rapid disappearance from the blood. 2. Even when the diagnosis is firmly secured, advocacy of heparin therapy should not be based on theoretical considerations or on the huge amount of accumulated case reports but on figures derived from controlled clinical trials, the essential data being nortality and bleeding complications and not the course of laboratory pattern.